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 Welcome       Robert Gillman 
         President 

  

 Mistress of Ceremonies    Marcy Gillman Harris 
         Chair, Journal Gala Committee 

 

 

Star Spangled Banner 
 

Hatikvah 
 

 

 Invocation       Rabbi David Borenstein 
 

 Family Remarks      Shawn Axelbank 

 
  

� DDIINNNNEERR  ��  
  

  

  Committee Welcome     Phillip Friedman 
         Vice-Chair, Journal Gala Committee 

 

 Plaque and Gift Presentation   Ceil Hartstein 
   

 Guest of Honor      Gary Axelbank 

 
 

� DESSERT � 
 

 



GARY AXELBANK 

 

Gary Axelbank is a life-long resident of Van Cortlandt Village.  

He attended PS 95, followed by JHS 143 and graduated from 

DeWitt Clinton High School.  He continued on to earn his 

undergraduate degree from Lehman College.  He continues to live 

in Park Reservoir where he is the Vice President of the Board of 

Directors.  He and his wife have two children. 

 

Gary loved the rock and roll music he grew up listening to and 

went into radio as a disc jockey at the beginning of his broadcast 

career.  He began his media career at stations in Maryland and 

Delaware, at WRNW in Briarcliff Manor, NY, and at WDHA in 

Dover, NJ.  He has also done stints at WWRL in New York.  He 

has been a producer of news features for WNBC-TV and a 

producer in the station’s sports department, where his duties 

included coverage of major sports teams on NBC’s flagship station.  He was also a producer on FOX 

Sports News. 

 

Currently. Gary is well-known as the host and senior producer of Bronx Talk, the borough’s flagship 

talk show on BronxNet cable television.  Since the program’s debut in October 1994, he has hosted 

more than 1,100 weekly editions of Bronx Talk, including 55 political debates, more than 100 

programs on education, and dozens of programs on crime and policing, youth, parks, health care and 

a range of community issues.  He is also the creator and publisher thisistheBronX.info, the borough’s 

“everything Bronx” web portal.  In addition, he is the host of the Bronx Buzz, a weekly reporter’s 

roundtable that debuted in March 2016.  In December 2016, Gary was recognized in City & State 

NY’s Bronx Borough Influential 50 report as the borough’s 21st most influential figure. 

 

Gary represents the third generation of his family involved with VCJC.  His grandfather was an 

original Amalgamated pioneer and was a regular member of the congregation at the old Gouverneur 

site.  Both of his parents served on the VCJC Board of Directors.  Back in the 1970s, they were also 

among the founders of the Adult Social Club.  

 

Along with his two brothers, Gary attended the VCJC Hebrew School and all three celebrated their 

Bar Mitzvahs at the synagogue.  Gary’s wedding (at which he reports he wore low black Converse 

sneakers!) was held at VCJC, officiated by Rabbi Jacob Sodden (obm).  During the past year. Gary 

has been an active participant in a special committee looking at the future direction of VCJC.  

Recently, he exhibited his special talent as the moderator of an open forum held at a breakfast 

honoring our new congressman, Adriano Espaillat. 

 

In his “spare time”, Gary has other interests.  He is an avid Mets fan, which can be a full-time 

occupation in itself.  He also has a great passion for our neighborhood, and has been one of the 

foremost advocates for the Jerome Park reservoir and delivered an informative lecture about this one 

Sunday morning at VCJC a few years ago. 

 

We are fortunate to have someone of Gary’s stature and accomplishments affiliated with VCJC and 

are proud to have him as this year’s honoree. 



 

RABBI’S  MESSAGE 

 

It is a distinct honor and privilege to pay tribute to this year’s VCJC’s Annual Gala guest of honor, Gary 

Axelbank.   Gary, a life-long resident of Van Cortlandt Village, is the third generation connected with the 

VCJC.  He attended the VCJC Hebrew School.  His Bar Mitzvah and wedding were celebrated at our shul, 

and were officiated by the late Rabbi Jacob Sodden ob’’m.   

 

In many Jewish homes education is of paramount importance. This is especially so when our most formative 

role models are dedicated to formal education.  Gary’s late father, Eli, was a gifted educator for most of his 

adult life.  Gary’s mother, Mickey, dedicated her professional life to early childhood education.   Gary’s 

career took a right turn, focusing on the grand borough in which so many of our congregants were born, 

raised in, and share a keen interest and fascination reminiscing about.  

 

Whereas classes inform and teach tens of pupils, what can be said about our guest of honor who has been 

reaching, teaching, and informing tens and even hundreds of thousands of Bronx residents over decades via 

the media?  Gary is the senior producer of Bronx Talk, BronxNet cable television’s flagship talk show.  

Since its inception in 1994, Gary has hosted an amazing 1100 weekly editions of Bronx Talk.  We all talk 

about bringing awareness to important issues of the day.  However to truly do something of such magnitude 

that can publicly address and even bring about real change is something entirely different.  Many of us were 

taught the importance of citizenship and staying abreast of current events growing up.  However, Gary 

propelled things to a whole new level, and performed a tremendous accomplishment by comprehensively 

researching issues of the day and presenting them in a manner conducive to improvement.   By way of 

example, Gary’s show featured 100 programs on education, and dozens of programs on a whole range of 

community issues.   

 

Gary has also hosted 55 political debates.   Recently he served as moderator at a VCJC breakfast forum 

honoring our new congressman, Adriano Espaillat.  I believe the influence of his family and involvement 

with the VCJC throughout his life played an integral part in his decision to so tenaciously and single 

mindedly commit himself to these very idealistic yet worthwhile goals.  Even then, I believe it is only with 

his G-d given talents that he has developed, and with Divine assistance, that he has achieved so much.  

Though Gary could well be forgiven for any airs, his realization that dedication to community is not only a 

responsibility but a privilege keeps him humble and always affable, friendly and approachable, a true mensch 

in the fullest sense of the word.  

 

I believe it was in this spirit that Gary made time for the VCJC.  He joined a committee for the future of 

VCJC.  Gary graciously consented to be our guest of honor at this year’s Annual Gala, to bring attention to 

and help raise badly needed funds for our institution to continue and grow as we move forward.  

 

In December of 2016 Gary’s excellence in service was universally recognized in City and State NY’s Bronx 

Borough Influential 50 report as the borough’s 21st most influential figure.  I think Gary could very well be 

the poster boy for the sky’s the limit to what a decent and dedicated person can achieve when wholeheartedly 

applying himself for the good of the people.  He is unquestionably a tremendous credit to his family, our 

VCJC’S extended family and the entire Bronx community.  

 

I would like to conclude with a beautiful blessing from our liturgy.  May He who blessed our forefathers 

bless…all who are involved faithfully in the needs of the community. May the Holy One, Blessed is He, 

grant them their reward and send blessings and success to all their work, and the work of all Israel their 

brethren.  And let us say Amen.  Congratulations. 

   

Rabbi David Borenstein 



 

��  

PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  

  

II  ddoonn’’tt  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  aannyyoonnee  wwhhoo  lliivveess  iinn  VVaann  CCoorrttllaannddtt  VViillllaaggee,,  oorr  

aannyywwhheerree  eellssee  iinn  tthhee  BBrroonnxx  wwhhoo  hhaass  nnoott  aatt  lleeaasstt  hheeaarrdd  ooff  GGaarryy  AAxxeellbbaannkk..    

HHee  iiss  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  VVaann  CCoorrttllaannddtt  JJeewwiisshh  CCeenntteerr’’ss  wweellll  ddeesseerrvviinngg  hhoonnoorreeee..    IItt  

iiss  iinn  rreeccooggnniittiioonn  ooff  hhiiss  eexxcceelllleenntt  wwoorrkk  oonn  tteelleevviissiioonn’’ss  BBrroonnxx  TTaallkk  aanndd  hhiiss  

mmaannyy  ootthheerr  eennddeeaavvoorrss  iinnvvoollvviinngg  TThhee  BBrroonnxx,,  oouurr  nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  aanndd  oouurr  

ssyynnaaggoogguuee..  

II  kknnooww  hhiimm  bbeesstt  aass  aa  nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  ffiixxttuurree..    HHiiss  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  PPaarrkk  

RReesseerrvvooiirr  CCoo--oopp,,  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  JJeerroommee  PPaarrkk  

RReesseerrvvooiirr,,  aanndd  hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss  iinn  kkeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  VVaann  CCoorrttllaannddtt  JJeewwiisshh  CCeenntteerr  aalliivvee  

aanndd  wweellll,,  aarree  aa  ffeeww  ooff  tthhee  rreeaassoonnss  wwhhyy  GGaarryy  iiss  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  hhoonnoorreeee..  

GGaarryy  ggrreeww  uupp  iinn  tthhiiss  nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd..  HHee  aatttteennddeedd  oouurr  HHeebbrreeww  SScchhooooll,,  

cceelleebbrraatteedd  hhiiss  BBaarr  MMiittzzvvaahh,,  aanndd  wwaass  mmaarrrriieedd  iinn  oouurr  ssyynnaaggoogguuee..    HHee  iiss  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ffoooottsstteeppss  ooff  hhiiss  ppaarreennttss,,  eeaacchh  ooff  wwhhoo  sseerrvveedd  aass  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  

ooff  oouurr  BBooaarrdd  ooff  TTrruusstteeeess,,  aanndd  ooff  hhiiss  ggrraannddffaatthheerr..    GGaarryy  ffoolllloowwss  tthheemm  wwiitthh  

hhiiss  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  VVaann  CCoorrttllaannddtt  JJeewwiisshh  CCeenntteerr,,  aass  wweellll  aass  wwiitthh  tthhee  

AAmmaallggaammaatteedd’’ss  ssiisstteerr  CCoo--oopp,,  PPaarrkk  RReesseerrvvooiirr,,  wwhheerree  hhee  iiss  VViiccee--PPrreessiiddeenntt..  

HHee  iiss  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  ggeenneerraattiioonn  ooff  AAxxeellbbaannkkss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ttooiilleedd  ffoorr  tthhee  JJeewwss  ooff  

tthhiiss  nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmaayy  hhaavvee  aa  ppllaaccee  ttoo  pprraayy  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee  tthheeiirr  

rreelliiggiioonn..  

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  GGaarryy  oonn  tthhiiss  hhoonnoorr..    IItt  iiss  wweellll  ddeesseerrvveedd..  

RRoobbeerrtt  GGiillllmmaann,,  PPrreessiiddeenntt  

 



 

JOURNAL/GALA CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

This year’s Journal Gala is especially important to me because the chosen honoree is 

not only a well-known community member and television/radio celebrity, but also a 

part of my own family.  When I married my husband Stu, I married into the Harris 

family, which is also a part of the Axelbank family.  I am proud to call Gary my 

cousin, and to be able to say that his family connection is two-fold: he is part of my 

related family and part of my VCJC family. 

Gary has had ties with the Van Cortlandt Jewish Center, first through his parents, then 

through his childhood attending Hebrew School and as a Bar Mitzvah, then in 

marriage to his wife Suzanne, held in the main sanctuary as Gary so often proudly 

tells people when at an event in the building.  More recently, Gary stepped forward 

when asked to assist me with ideas and publicity relating to my efforts as chair of the 

VCJC Fundraising Committee, and gladly accepted positions on recently created 

Committee for the Future of the VCJC, and Committee for the Preservation of the 

VCJC.  

There are many ways for people to support the Van Cortlandt Jewish Center, and 

while not someone who regularly attends religious services, Gary has supported the 

VCJC by being a long-time member and making himself available for support 

whenever asked.  He led a well-attended presentation on the Jerome Park Reservoir, 

and was the Master of Ceremonies for a recent breakfast.   

It is for these reasons, and probably others which have not come to mind when 

writing this message, that it is with immense pleasure and sincerest thanks that I say 

Mazel Tov – congratulations, Gary, for an honor that is well-deserved.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my committee, without whom, 

along with our honoree, this event would not be possible: Marc Friedman, Phil 

Friedman, Bob Gillman, Ceil Hartstein, Jack Kleinfeld and Jack Spiegel – thank you 

all for your hard work and support.  A hearty thank you as well to our office staff, 

Roberta Seidner and Claire Haime, who keep everything together like glue to paper.  

And a special shout out to Phil Friedman, who although he resigned the position of 

Journal chair a few years ago, has always been my constant advisor and friend.  

 

Marcy Gillman-Harris, Journal/Gala Chair 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Congratulations to our honoree 
 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  
  

for his dedication 

and valuable contributions  

to the  
 

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 
 

and to the  
 

People of the Bronx 
 

 

 

    Marc           Phil 
    Friedman          Friedman 

 



 

 

Laura and Bob Gillman 
 

Extend Congratulations 

and Best Wishes to 

our honoree 
 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  
 

We appreciate the work he has 

diligently performed for our shul and 
neighborhood for the past number of 
years.  We pray for a bright future for 

him and his family for many more years 

 

 

May We All Live and Be Well to 
120 Years, and May We Work  
Together for All of That Time. 

 
 



 

Mazel Tov 

to 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

with gratitude  

for your 

dedicated service 

to the 

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center  

and to 

The Cooperative Community 

 

�    �    �    � 

 

Jackie & Howie Leventhal  



 

 

In loving memory 

of my wonderful parents, 

 

CANTOR CHAIM PANUSH k"z 

 

and 
 

ZELDA (KAMINETZKY) PANUSH k"z 

 

May they rest peacefully in Gan Eden 

 
 

Ben-Z Panush 

 



 

 



 

 

3960 Hillman Avenue, Bronx, New York 10463 

Not for Profit but for Service 

TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU  GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

FOR ALL YOUR YEARS OF SERVICE FOR OUR COMMUNITY!!! 

 

 

Amount financed is based on member qualification and may need to be collateralized with cosigners. 

Borrowers with negative credit, regardless of credit score, including but not limited to outstanding: late 

payments, collection accounts, judgments, charge-offs and bankruptcies within 2 years are subject to a 

2.00% interest rate increase on all of the current rates listed above. 

Come in or call the Loan Specialist at the Credit Union today! 

 The Credit Union will match any other rate you find. 4% floor rate applies. 

 

Open Mondays & Thursdays 2pm-8pm, Tuesdays & Wednesdays 9am-12pm 

ATM on premises accessible 24hrs a day, 7 days a week. 

 



 

BBRROONNXX  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL,,  IINNCC..  
  

BJCC Home Attendant Services, Inc. 

West Bronx Housing & Neighborhood Resource Center, Inc.  
 

2930 Wallace Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10467 

(718) 652-5500 
 

 

 

Congratulates the Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 

on its Annual Gala 
 

June 24, 2018 
 

and its Honoree 
 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  
 

In recognition of his service to VCJC and the community. 
 

 

 

Howard Bruce Neufeld, President 

Howard Jonas, Chairman of the Board 

Charles Landsberg, Vice President 

Ted Weinstein, Vice President 

Phillip Friedman, Treasurer 

Arlene Salman, Secretary 

 

Brad Silver, Executive Vice President 

Judith Uman, Director of Social Services 

Rodney Marshall, Director of Finances 

 

 

Sally Barker Dunford, Exec. Director 

West Bronx Housing & Neighborhood Resource Center, Inc. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality is a New York based company which specializes in all aspects of 

Exterior Restoration including but not limited to: Masonry 

Waterproofing, Parapet Reconstruction, Brick Pointing & Caulking, 

Roofing, Façade Cleaning, and Concrete Restoration.  With thousands of 

successfully completed projects throughout the metropolitan area 

Quality works hard to ensure that every project is performed in a 

professional manner.   Our dedicated staff of Project Managers, 

Foremen, Estimators and Principals has combined experience of over 150 

years.  Our main objective is to achieve successful completion of each 

project to the satisfaction of our clients.  To this end, through precise 

work schedules, weekly job site meetings, and constant on-site 

supervision we work hard to organize and simplify the daily operations of 

your restoration project. 

  

Please visit our website for further information:  www.qbcnet.com 
 



 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  

ttoo  
  

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

  

MMaatttthheeww  AAddaamm  PPrrooppeerrttiieess,,  IInncc..  

  

Ira M. Meister, RAM, CREA 
President 

 
 

375 Pearl Street, 14th Floor 
New York, NY 10038 

 
 

        DDiirreecctt::      ((221122))  669999--88991100      

                                        MMaaiinn::          ((221122))  669999--88990000  

        FFaaxx::        ((221122))  669999--88993399    

  

iimmeeiisstteerr@@mmaatttthheewwaaddaamm..ccoomm    



 

�     �     �     � 

 

OORRLLOOFFFF  TTOOWWEERRSS  

 

Congratulates your Honoree 
 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

 

for his many contributions 

and strong support of the  

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 

and the Bronx Community 

 

�      �      �      � 



 

 

 Gary, 
 

You put your heart into everything you do. 
 

Husband, Father, Community Advocate 
 

Congratulations to a special person 
for this well deserved honor. 

 
 We love you Gary 
 Suzanne, Evan, Shawn� 
 

Also, a warm thank you to the 
Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 

for bestowing this honor. 
A welcoming home to all. 

 

 



 

 



 

Congratulations to our dear Cousin Gary 

With admiration, pride and love. 

 

Ellie and Barry 

Susan and Tomas 

Nancy and Victoria 

Andi and Lance 

Amy and Jack 

Steve and Eli 

 

 

 



 

MAZEL TOV 

to 

OUR DEAR FRIEND 

GARY! 

 

�    �    �    � 

 

 

Love, 

Renee, Michael & Jyl 



 

 



 

 



 

Mazel Tov 

and 

Best Wishes to 

Gary Axelbank 

on behalf of our beloved 

Bronx and the  

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 

 

�    �    �    � 

 

Esther & David Malach 



 

  

IINN  HHOONNOORR  OOFF  

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  
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VVAANN  CCOORRTTLLAANNDDTT  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR  
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Dear Gary, 

 

 All 

   of 

     my 

       very 

         best.  

 

Neil Harrow 



 
 

  

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  
 

to 
 

GGaarryy  AAxxeellbbaannkk  
 
 

 

for all his efforts on 

behalf of the VCJC  

 

Your continued support 

is highly appreciated 

 

Mazel-Tov on this much 

deserved honor!! 

 

Best wishes, 

Ceil, Larry & Matthew 

Hartstein  
 

 

 



  

We Are Proud To Celebrate 

The Van Cortlandt 
Jewish Center 

For Over 85 Years 

of Service to The Community 
 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 

Marcia and Paul Miller 

and the extended 

Panken and Miller Families 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 

 

With thoughts of former long-time members: 

Abby & Saul Panken, o.b.m 

Mildred Epstein, o.b.m. 

Annie Becker, o.b.m. 
 

and also 
 

Ruth & Manny Miller, o.b.m. 
 

 



 

Mazel Tov 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

  

uuppoonn  yyoouurr  bbeeiinngg  hhoonnoorreedd  bbyy  tthhee  

VVaann  CCoorrttllaannddtt  JJeewwiisshh  CCeenntteerr  

  

IInn  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  

RRaabbbbii  DDaavviidd  BBoorreennsstteeiinn,,  ““tthhee  aappppllee  

ddooeessnn’’tt  ffaallll  ffaarr  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttrreeee..””  

  

MMaayy  GG--dd  BBlleessss  YYoouu  aanndd  YYoouurr  FFaammiillyy  

wwiitthh  GGoooodd  HHeeaalltthh  &&  PPrroossppeerriittyy!!  

  

Ben-Z Panush  



 

IInn  lloovviinngg  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  

JJOOSSEEPPHH  SSAASSSSOOOONN  

who loved to daven at the 

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 
 

We miss you. 

 

�      �      �      � 

 

Harriet Sassoon 

David & Erica 

Yitzchak & Sara 

Robbie & Jenny 

and grandchildren  

 



 

 



 

CONGRATULATIONS  
AND 

BEST WISHES  
to 

 

 

GARY AXELBANK 
 

On a Well Deserved Honor! 

 

ELTECH 
INDUSTRIES, INC.  

Elevator Maintenance � Repairs � Modernization  
 

14 Van Cortlandt Avenue East 
Bronx, NY 10468 
(718) 933-0300 

 
�   �   �   � 

 
 

Compliments of your Elevator Maintenance Service 
Patrick Kiely, Jerry Kiely, Larry Hilpot 

 



 

  

IInn  HHoonnoorr  ooff  
  

GGaarryy  AAxxeellbbaannkk  
  

  
  

  

  
RREESSTTOORRAATTIIOONN  GGRROOUUPP,,  LLTTDD..  

  

  

  

3366  BBrruucckknneerr  BBoouulleevvaarrdd,,  BBrroonnxx,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  1100445544  
  

TTeell::  771188  999933--55770000  FFaaxx::  771188  666655--11557711  
  

wwwwww..yyaatteessrreessttoorraattiioonn..ccoomm 
  

iinnffoo@@yyaatteessrreessttoorraattiioonn..ccoomm  

  

  

  
““SSiinnccee  11992255  tthhee  mmoosstt  rreeqquueesstteedd  nnaammee  iinn  bbuuiillddiinngg  pprreesseerrvvaattiioonn””  

  

  

  
 



 

 

The Officers   
of the 

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center  
extend Congratulations and Best Wishes 

to 
 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

  
    
 
 
 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

    Robert Gillman  � President 

    Phillip Friedman  �  Vice President 

     Howard Leventhal    �  Vice President 

     Marc Friedman    �  Secretary 

    Stuart Harris     � Treasurer 
  

 

 

�    � 
 
 



 
 

The Board of Trustees  
of the 

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center  
extends Congratulations and Best Wishes  

to   
 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

  

  
 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Neil Harrow - Chairman 
Ceil Hartstein - Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SISTERHOOD REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Marcy Gillman-Harris � Marilyn Newman  
 

�    � 

Marvin Kamiel 
Jack Kleinfeld 
Stanley Krell 
Howard Leventhal 
Merrill Penn 
Jack Spiegel 
Renee Stoller 
Samuel Sussman 
 

Glenn Fleischman
Marc Friedman

Phillip Friedman
Charlotte Ganberg

Robert Gillman
Marcy Gillman-Harris

Stuart Harris
      Howard Kamiel



Congratulations to 
 

Gary Axelbank 
 

on a well deserved honor! 
 
 

Love, 
 

 

Debbie Schwartz, The Galarzas, & The Greenbergs  

SSiisstteerrhhoooodd  CCoonnggrraattuullaatteess  
  

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  
  

for his dedication and commitment 
to the continued growth and success of the 

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 
and 

The Bronx 
  

Your hard work is greatly appreciated. 
  

Sisterhood of Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 
 

to honoree 
 

GARY AXELBANK 
 

�� 
 

Mazel Tov and Warmest Wishes Always 
 

The Baiser Family  

 

In Loving Memory  

of our Parents 
 

ROBERT & ANNETTE BELSKY k"z 
 

and our Grandparents 
 

ABRAHAM & BESSIE BELSKY k"z 

JONAS & GOLDIE KARDISH k"z 
 

�   �   �   � 

 

Congratulations to honoree 

GARY AXELBANK 
 

Sandra & Richard Auerbach & family 

Jeffrey & Rosalie Belsky & family 

 
 



Congratulations and Mazel Tov 
 

to 
 

GARY AXELBANK 
 

on this well deserved honor 
 
 
 

�     �    �    � 
 
 
 

Richard Rosenthal 

Dr. Philip J. Rosenthal 

Mazel Tov 

to 
 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  
 

on this most deserved honor 
 

 

� � 
 

 

Sharon & Alan Godlewicz 

 

 



  
Congratulations 

 

GARY AXELBANK 
 

A True Mensch 

 
� � � 

 

Lynn Schwarz 

 

  

 

 



Best Wishes to the Honoree 

 

(718) 543-3753 
1-800-873-5972 
Fax: (718) 543-1362       

Teleflora® 

Columbia Florist Inc. 
d/b/a Riverdale Florist 

Finest in Flowers & Plants 
210 West 231st St. 

Bronx, NY 10463 
 

www.1800columbiaflorist.com 

email:  sales@columbiafloristinc.com 
 

 

 Comprehensive Personal Financial Planning 

Protection Planning, Accumulation Planning, Tax Planning 

Retirement Planning, Estate Planning, Investment Guidance 

Michael D. Mathias, Chairman 

Robert E. Mathias, President 

Interstate Financial Group Reps offer securities through Summit Brokerage Services Inc., Member FINRA 

& SIPC.  Interstate Financial Group, Inc. is not affiliated with Summit Brokerage Services, Inc.  Investment 

Advisory services offered through Summit Financial Group 

 

INTERSTATE FINANCIAL GROUP 
104 Smith Avenue 

Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 

(914) 997-2900 
 



 

ACTIVE AIR COOLING/HEATING, INC. 

  �     �     �     �     �     �     �     �     �     �    �     �     �     �     �     � 

Central Air Conditioning - Refrigeration 

Heating – Sheetmetal – Ductwork – Exhaust Systems 

Sales – Service – Installation  

 

66 Fulton Street – 1
st

 Floor – White Plains, NY 10606 

     Tel. (718) 665-7903                                                                            Tel. (888) 492-3322 

     Tel. (914) 243-0490                                                                            Tel. (718) 401-2988 

TONY IBRAHIM 

President 

 

AACH754@optonline.net 

www.activeaircoolingheating.com 

 



 

 

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 

expresses its appreciation 

for the ongoing support from  

Ridgewood Savings Bank 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

www.centuryelevator.com 
 

(718) 937-6200 
 

 

Thank you! 
 

�    �    �    � 

 
To all our advertisers 

and the attendees 
of our Gala 

for your continuing support 
of the  

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 

 



 

 

 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  

ttoo  mmyy  GGoooodd  FFrriieenndd  
 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  
“A TRUE MENSCH” 

 

From: George Farr, Funeral Director 
 

SHALOM JEWISH FUNERAL 
HOME, INC. 

 

A privately owned chapel which caters to 
the Jewish Community & their families. 

 

1528 Castle Hill Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10462 
(718) 828-1700 

 

www.shalomjewish.com 

 



FFoorr  VVCCJJCC  
  

  

aanndd  iinn  hhoonnoorr  ooff  
  

  

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

  
 

� 
 

from  

  

  

Ed Yaker 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Jack, Gertrude & Julian Siva 

 
�     �     �     � 

 
Congratulations and Mazel Tov to 

 

Gary Axelbank  

 
�    �    �    � 

 

 

The Siva Family  

 

Congratulations 
 

to 
 

GGaarryy  AAxxeellbbaannkk  
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for all the work 
you are doing 

for the community 
 
 

 

Stuart Trivax  

 



BBrroowwnn’’ss Jewelers 
CCoonnggrraattuullaatteess  oouurr  HHoonnoorreeee  

  

Full Service Jeweler  

   5690 Riverdale Ave.         (718) 549-2730 
brownsjewelersny.com 

 
Hours:  Tuesday thru Saturday 10:00 – 6:00 

Thursday night until 7:00 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

  

GGAARRYY  

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  oonn  tthhiiss  

wweellll--ddeesseerrvveedd  hhoonnoorr  
  

��  
 

    CCllaaiirree  HHaaiimmee                  RRoobbeerrttaa  SSeeiiddnneerr  

 

 
Kosher Wine Specialists � Discount Prices 

�Special Events 
Free delivery throughout NYC, Westchester & L.I. 

With minimum purchase 
 

Skyview Shopping Center 
5681 Riverdale Ave, Riverdale, NY 10471 

T:  (718) 601-8222            F:  (718) 548-3230 
 

In Loving Memory of 

Elchan & Tess Meyrowitz 

�� 

Ted Meyrowitz 

 

 

Congratulations to 

GGaarryy  AAxxeellbbaannkk 
 

GRUENEBAUM BAKERIES 
5663 Riverdale Ave. 

(718) 432-4779 
 

Dairy Restaurant on premises 
Delicious European Cakes, Breads, Pastries, 

Sandwiches, Soups & Salads, etc. 
 

Congratulations Gary 

on this well-deserved honor. 
 

Your contributions to the VCJC 
have had a powerful effect on the shul 

and the community. 
 

Charlotte Oestreicher Ganberg  

 

VINSON J. FRIEDMAN 

Attorney at Law 
 

Berkman, Henoch, Peterson 
Peddy & Fenchel, P.C. 

 

100 Garden City Plaza 
Garden City, N.Y. 11530-3339 

 

516-222-6200 Ext. 237 
Direct Dial:  516-780-0237 

Fax: 516-222-6209 � email: V.Friedman@BHPP.com 

 

The Kinneret Day School 
 

Ranked as a top ten school based on 
New York State tests 

Early Childhood, Elementary and 

Junior High School 
 

2600 Netherland Ave. 
Riverdale, NY 10463 

Tel: (718) 548-0900    Fax:  (718) 548-0901 
www.kinneretdayschool.org 

 

 



 

 
Congratulations 
Gary Axelbank 

 
From the Staff & Members of  

JASA Van Cortlandt Senior Center 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 

encourages you to patronize the 

establishments that support us or 
that advertise with us. However, 

any questions relating to the 

suitability of services or the 
Kashruth of products should be 

referred by our readers to the 

appropriate Orthodox authority 
such as a competent Orthodox 

Rabbi or Orthodox Organization. 

The Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 
does not vouchsafe for the 

Kashruth of any products or the 

quality of any services advertised. 
 

 

The Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 

gratefully thanks those who 
made donations to the  

Journal & Gala 
 

 



 

 

 

 

The Following Friends 

Extend Best Wishes to our Synagogue 

and to 

 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  
  

����  

  

EEaaggllee  BBuussiinneessss  MMaacchhiinneess  

TThhee  FFeellttmmaann  FFaammiillyy  

GGlleennnn  FFlleeiisscchhmmaann  

AArrnnoolldd  &&  SSoonnjjaa  GGeeiissmmaarr  

NNeeiill  HHaarrrriissoonn  

MMaarrvviinn  &&  HHaarrrriieett  KKaammiieell  

MMiirriiaamm  FFoorrdd  &&  JJaacckk  MMaarrtthh  

JJaarrrreetttt  MMuurrpphhyy  

DDaanniieell  &&  MMiicchheellllee  SSuulllliivvaann  

AAllvviinn  TTeenneennbbaauumm  

MMiicchheellllee  VViiddaall,,  BBeelllleezzzzaa  TTeemmppoo  

RRoonn  WWeeggssmmaann  

  

����  



 
KINGSTON RISK MANAGEMENT 

 

CONGRATULATES  

 

GGAARRYY  AAXXEELLBBAANNKK  

 

AND 

 

VVAANN  CCOORRTTLLAANNDDTT  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR  

 

FOR THE GOOD WORK THEY DO  

 
 
 

Raymond C. Guerin, CPCU 

Kingston Risk Management 

Commercial Coverage, Inc. 

204 Fair Street 

Kingston, New York 12401 

(845) 340-0771 



 

 


